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ABSTRACT

In this paper we try to explan the
relation between e-learming and e-libranes and
how trends in both could mutually benefir in
order to link science with information n o
networked society, we start with describing the
context in which the new evolutions take place
We then define e-learning, especially networked
e-learning, and we investigate the role of ¢
libraries Next we consider the major Challenges
of e-learning and link them with digital
ibraries The need for e information seriices o
the users are also growmng and becoming sery
essential. The impact ot web based e-learming
and dlglld[ h'LhH()lugy environment has
nfluenced every facet of ibrary and wtormation
senvices in academic hbrane
_._;"-““" tunites aad challenges to the Lhiboan

"
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and providing new

onal for involvement i the kKnowiedge
wmwtg including electronic and
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t learning has become the part of the normal

af higher education. it i« part of the higpest

change in the way ou species condudcts

education and training since the invention of the

chalkboard or perhaps the alphabet The

development of computers and electronic

communications has removed barriers of space

and time and making knowledge sharing so easy

Now knowledge can be delivered anytime

anywhere (Horton, 2000). Such advanced

technology raised a question about the role of

¢ libranes in new learning environment called

¢ learning environment. The Experts and

academicians agree that technological

. advances are dramatically altering the training

and development landscape. In particular, the

increased use of Internet technologies to deliver

training has been heralded as the “e-Learning

Revolution, (Wanberg, 2003)”. Electronic

communication network and new information

technology is considered to be the forth

revolution in producing and offering knowledge
(Shamsaii, 2011).

Now many users thought that in parallel
with changes which are made by modern
technologies in knowledge environment, referral
of users to libraries is reduced (Fattahi, 2003),
'd users such as learners, researchers and
atists could achieve their own researches
tly and without any need to libraries or

ins due to spreading of new information
service automation and
ning and remote accessing to

-

 oome to users Local user
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LIBRARY [N THE NEW INFORMATION AGE

Thit new age in which we now live in
to Anyakohas s a revolutionary period
g1o

o far surpassing those of the

whose impact 15
Agricultural and

Information has nOW
resource that is transforming the
ICT has brought about change
aspects of human life in the 2115t cen

new opportunities provided by ICT in business,
on etc have thrown the
wiedge

industrial Revolutions

become the most strategc
world economy
. 1n differem
tury The

learning, communicati
world into a new society called the kno
society or information society. Thus the world
has become a global village. The internet where
one can migrate from one chain of computer:
to the other is called the information super
highway. Information Communicaticn
Technology, ICT has caused socio-cultural
political, educational, and economic change
Just like Salisu (2002)4 noted, (CT nac
engendered a new approach to work and service
delivery, and is a technological development that
has changed work and job expectations The
library is one of the main areas deeply affected
by ICT which is the backbone of information age
This is due to the fact that the library being the
main stay of information and knowledge ha
been made virtual such that library ar
information services extend beyond wall:
physical buildings Change the

Library in New Informatic

Information resource in one mediun

resource in multimedia Librar

collection Library without wa

information sources b

Procurement of informatio

consortia Service in good tim

time In-sourcing of all activity

all activities Local reach of
reach of resources through 1.

print resources Users wan:

online resources User: poo
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Madular or Caleterin based Learring

Mast of the undergssduate (e, »«
of three years duration [he postgrasonte
COursas are of two years dutation 1w 3o/ (e
pattarn of education v comimen i L et atir
also, and does not allow Studying toges mter
are paripheral to the core sutiect of the degres
As B result, there remaim some Logies s the
potential LIS professional desices 1o study 50
not been able to do 50 due 1o the set pattern
learning will certainly help to overcome 170
problem because it allows creating customses
learning modules as per the need of the learmer
Increased Expectations from the Employers
as well as Users

All potential library employers expec
that the LIS professionals must have optimun
skills and thereby efficiency in thewr nou e

keeping operations. They also expect thal 1he

fibrary staff should be able 1o provide library

services effectively. The users of the Wbrary 4o
m expectations. They feel that the
M answer they reference and
ies quickly and accurately One
of any cadre must
e efficient iibrary
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that their potential employee must have multiple
skills. The skills required by libraries are
changing. A study indicates that library staff
needs more and newer skills 5. The workflow is
changing. The classroom-based, traditional
pattern of LIS education may not allow the library
staff to have multiple skills. Through e-learning

they can acquire more skills at their own pace
and time.

Job-Specific Needs
LIS professional is working after having
the basic LIS education through the traditional
methods. E-learning offers the opportunity to
provide education, which is job specific and will
@ help LIS professionals to perform to the optimum
extent.40DESIDOC JI. Lib. Inf. Technol., 2009,
29(1)
Image of the Profession
The e-factor (electronic factor) is an
image building factor. As such the provision of
e-learning, if made available by the LIS
educational institutions will definitely improve
the image of LIS teaching profession.
More Content and Short Duration
LIS professional are continuously
increasing. It is difficult to provide all this
Kn and impart all expected skills in one
ic duration. So the subjects which
be taught/studied during regular
through e-learning.

g trends are of part-
to these trends
the e-learning.
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CONCLUSION
The remarkable prowth of Internet has

ant revolution in all the areas of
chnology. Rather than using it as
a tool for searching and retrieving, mformgt.on,
Internet has become the king of all media, by
which we can access virtual inform.atmn and can
build a virtual library to provide nmely, q”,a_'“"
service to the users. Librarians of this digital
era are in the position to change their role as
arbitrary information scientists/gatekeepers and
to meet the challenges of the Internet, World
Wide Web, online access in the knowledge
society. So they must enrich their knowledge with
special skills of the latest IT developments, to
browse, access and retrieve a particular
information across the global networks and to
organize and manage the information by building
digital libraries and by which they can provide
quality e-information service to the knowledge
society.
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